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“I turn my head to the inside of the curve, roll the 
throttle wide open, and break free from the world 
that affords me the passion to ride”

Why I ride, 
From the first time I kicked a dirt bike alive until today, riding has intrigued me. I have never mastered motorcycle
riding and I do not think I ever will. That constant challenge is, I believe, why I ride. Motorcycles have a heart and soul 
of their own.  Occasionally, you feel like you won, then the bike throws you a curve — your blood starts pumping, and 
the battle to win begins. Motorcycle riding is a thrill, a challenge, and above all a very personal sport. Even when you 
ride in a group you are always alone in your thoughts.
Being a female rider, I face the same fears and concerns as other bikers. I think we also encounter the same questions.  
Do you ride alone?  What if you break down? And the biggest question of all:  Are you afraid you will be killed in a
motorcycle accident?  

I am concerned about breaking down. However, I have broken down in automobiles and 
the outcome is the same.  I call for help.  I do not fear being killed on a motorcycle any 
more than in a car. Someone once said, “There are only two kinds of riders: Those who 
have been down and those who are going down.” Yes, I have been down, and I am sure I 
will go down again. I fractured a leg, I have had concussions, and have had many scrapes 
and bruises. I have a plate and screws in my shoulder to attest to my hill-climbing ability. 
If you ride as many miles a year as I do you will encounter falls. I always wear protective 
gear and have taken numerous safety courses.  One of my favorite experiences was riding 
with Larry Grodsky, a safety trainer and writer for Rider Magazine.  In a 3-day course 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway, Larry taught me how to hang in a curve going downhill at 
high speed.    I have had the opportunity to ride with some great people over the years. 
Some of my most memorable rides: A week riding around the outer edge of Nova Scotia; 
500 miles on the Ninja in pouring rain; and riding and camping across the New York 
wine country.  The Trans American Trail is my albatross. It is a 4,000-mile trip on back 
roads that starts in Tennessee and ends on the coast of Oregon. I have started it twice 

and ended up turning back each time due to downed bikes and hurt 
friends.  I am planning another run at in August this year.
Riding a motorcycle always affords you this luxury: You are never 
too far away from a very good friend. A few years back I moved from 
Pennsylvania to Tennessee. I quickly found a group of great friends 
and enjoyed eight years of riding.  In 2015, I moved again. It only 
took a quick trip to the BMW dealer and a stop at the Ducati dealer 
to turn up a list of people who ride every Saturday. With one phone 
call, I had the start time and a very welcome invitation to join the 
group.  Over the years, quite a few different motorcycles have stood
in my garages waiting their turn for adventure. I hope I can continue 
to befriend them for the next 50 years!

http://www.bmwrams.com
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Interesting Rides/Road Trips

TOURING BIKES SPORTS BIKES DUAL SPORTS

2018 Southern Discovery Spring Rally 
April 6, 2018 - April 8, 2018

Hoenwald, TN
www.tndualsport.com

 Des Moines, Iowa will be the site for 
our 2018 BMW MOA International Rally.  

The Iowa State Fairgrounds will host 
on July 12-15.

March Moto Madness
March 22 - March 25, 2018 

Tellico Plains, TN
35*18’26.7”N 84*20’54.1”W

35.307409, -84.348368
www.marchmotomadness.com

Our friend and 
RAMS member 
Jim Linneman 
extends an
invitation to the BMWROK Riders 
Of Knoxville rally.  The ROK Rally 
is returning to T.W.O. Creeks again 
May 24-27th. This rally sells out every 
year and only pre-registered attendees 
will be allowed. No ride ups on day of 
rally! We pride ourselves on having the 
friendliest rally around. Cost is $50 
until May 15th and, if space available, 
$60 after that date. We limit attendance 
to 100 riders. More information is
available by clicking on the attached link.
http://www.bmwrok.org/2018-rok-rally.html

The ROK ON 
Rally 

Memorial Day 
Weekend– 2018

The link below will take you to the 
best routes in Tennessee, a web page 
from America’s Best Road Trips, with 
a plethora of information such as:

America’s Best Road Trips
Mapped Rides – A Dream Come True.   

There are plenty of routes listed on 
this website for every state.   
Plan a new adventure, * Pick a new 
route and RIDE.
http://www.motorcycleroads.com/Routes/
Tennessee_118.html?page=1

*Donna Clark and I would be lost in 
10 minutes but the rest of you will 
be able to take these routes  and have 
some fun.

 Written directions
	 Maps to download
	 Photos & videos 
	 Road quality
	 Roadside amenities
	 Nearby motorcycle events

http://www.bmwmoa.org/page/rallyintro

Register two people for $99 during the 
month of february (or one person for $55)

http://bmwra.org/news/national-rally

The BMW RA National Rally
July 19, 20 & 21st, 2018

Tioga County Fairgrounds 
in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania

http://www.tndualsport.com
http://www.marchmotomadness.com/
http://www.bmwrok.org/2018-rok-rally.html
http://www.bmwrok.org/2018-rok-rally.html 
http://www.motorcycleroads.com/Routes/Tennessee_118.html?page=1
http://www.motorcycleroads.com/Routes/Tennessee_118.html?page=1
http://www.bmwmoa.org/page/rallyintro
http://bmwra.org/news/national-rally
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Widgets, Doohickey’s & Gadgets
MirrorLok: Improve Mirror Visibility & Secure Your Riding Gear
Kickstarter campaign launched for simple, multi-function mirror extenders.

Founder of Jesse Luggage — Al Jesse — is launching an innovative new motorcycle accessory called MirrorLok.
MirrorLok is a multi-functional  mirror extender that improves  visibility, minimizes vibration and offers a safe place to 
lock a helmet and riding gear on a motorcycle.

“Very often, stock motorcycle mirrors don’t offer a perfect view, 
vibrate at high speeds creating a blur, and are so far in that your 
view is partially blocked by your own shoulder. MirrorLok solves 
all of these problems – plus it works as a lock to keep your helmet 
and riding jacket safe while you’re off the bike”,  explains Al Jesse, 
founder and inventor at Moto Manufacturing.

With the tool installed, your mirrors are re-positioned,  increasing 
the field of vision and giving you a better rear-view perspective as 
well as minimizing the vibration of the mirror.

In addition, MirrorLok also doubles as a helmet lock. An easy push-button lock will keep your helmet in place, protected 
from falling off or being stolen while you’re enjoying a walk or acoffee off your motorcycle. Worried about your gear? Using 

an additional cable, you can easily secure your riding jacket to the 
lock at the same time.

The product is made from machined aluminum, making it sturdy 
and reliable. The device is oval-shaped with smooth, rounded 
edges, and measures 1" x 3" x 1" weighing 3 ounces. Currently, 
Mirror Lok is being featured on Kickstarter and is up for grabs for 
those who are looking to get it first at a better price.

“We chose a Kickstarter launch because Mirror Lok is a completely 
new product, and this type of smart, multi-functional tool does 
really well on crowdfunding platforms. We’re hoping to reach our 
funding goal soon and start manufacturing MirrorLok in large 
quantities – but for those who want to get it first, 

  Kickstarter is the best place right now! Show us your support, and    
  get your MirrorLok now”, – says Al Jesse.

MirrorLok also doubles as a lock, keeping items such as your 
helmet and jacket safe while you are off the bike.

MirrorLok dampens vibrations and re-positions your 
mirrors helping you see more of what’s behind you.

http://www.advpulse.com/adv-products/mirrorlok-mirror-extender/

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/mirrorlok/mirrorlok-improve-your-
view-lock-your-stuff

MirrorLok Kickstarter campaign will run until March 1. 
For more information and first products:

http://www.advpulse.com/adv-products/mirrorlok-mirror-extender/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/mirrorlok/mirrorlok-improve-your-view-lock-your-stuff
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/mirrorlok/mirrorlok-improve-your-view-lock-your-stuff
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Ladies Corner

Just for Fun!

Daytona Lady-Star GTX Boots
The Women’s Daytona Lady Star Gore-Tex Boots feature premium performance, protection and style, all backed with a 
GORE-TEX membrane, guaranteed to keep you dry. Safety is supplied by reinforcements at the ankles and heels while 
the boot has an adjustable calf to tailor the fit. The Lady-Star GTX Boots also feature a unique, 6cm heel and 2.5cm
insole rise to provide critical, extra height for better control of your bike when at a stop.

https://www.revzilla.com/motorcy-
cle/daytona-lady-star-gtx-boots

For more information:

Ladies, 
I thought I would start a corner for things that might interest you.  Feel free to send me some of your own thoughts for 
this section.

I am sharing my favorite boots with you in this issue.  I have been wearing the Daytona Lady Star for over 4 years now, 
and I give them a 10!    A friend found them for me to help me get the extra few inches I needed to touch the ground on 
my Ducati.  I was hoping for the lift and dry feet.   I have found both, and the comfort of this boot is uncomparable.  I 
can ride in them all day, walk long distances in them comfortably, and they are DRY.  Only $429.00 at Revzilla

If some of you guys will send in an article 
or story, you will not have to read about 
ladies boots next month.

The 6th Mission Impossible “Fallout” 
Movie set to be released on July 27, 
2018.  Tom Cruise rides a BMW R 
Nine T.

Wheely inpressive! Tom Cruise, 
who is known for performing his 
own stunts, took to his motorcycle 
as filming resumed for Mission 
Impossible 6 in Paris, France.

www.facebook.com/womenadvriders/

Like on facebook:

https://www.revzilla.com/motorcycle/daytona-lady-star-gtx-boots
https://www.revzilla.com/motorcycle/daytona-lady-star-gtx-boots
http://www.facebook.com/womenadvriders/
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Next Meeting:   March 10   Lunch 12:00 then Meeting 1:30

Railgarten Diner
2158 Central Ave,  Memphis, TN 38104
(901) 504-4342

Thank You Hank Widdop for hosting.

RAMS Meeting Minutes –January, 2018

New Business

RAMS Rally Update

Old Business

For the Good of  the Club

Treasurer’s Reports

Call to Order

VP’s Corner
1. No VP discussion this month.

Movement to adjourn by Hank Widdop, approved
unanimously.

Minutes by: Spencer Bennett 

The meeting was called to order by President Larry Craig 
on February 10, 2018 at 1:34 PM at Olympia Steak and 
Pizza in Atoka , TN. There were 18 RAMS and 1 bike in 
attendance.

1. We have no new members for February.
2. We currently have 65 returning members for 2018.  
3. There were no guests for the meeting.    
4. Larry extended Thanks to the meeting hosts:   Thank 
you Teresa Craig

1. The Secretary/Treasurer announced that the recent form 
sent to everyone asking them to update their membership 
data was done so he could have good data for renewing 
the MOA and RA Charters.  Both organizations require a 
minimum number of RAMS to be members and it often 
takes several rounds of e-mails to get the required number 
of current members for the annual re-chartering.  Please 
submit this information if you have not already done so.

1. Steve Clark is the 2018 RAMS Rally Chair and Paul 
Whitworth is Rally Co-Chair.
2. Spencer Bennett brought an example of a carabiner 
cup he had received at the NEF Rally and asked if we had 
considered doing cups instead of pins?  Prices were said 
to be comparable.  There was discussion and the decision 
was left with the Rally Chair who will compare pricing and 
make a decision, as he feels that the pin pricing structure 
can be improved, and possibly the cup pricing as well.
3. Rally Chair directed that the Secretary/Treasurer submit 
the information on the 2018 RAMS Rally to the MOA and 
RA magazines without the price, so we can be sure
everyone has the dates early enough to plan on coming.
4. The Rally Chair will contact PCRV about setting up a 
meeting to negotiate the Rally contract.
5. 2018 Rally Information Flyers need to be developed and 
gotten to the Parkers Crossroads Visitors Center for
distribution to local businesses. 
6. Rally Committee Chair positions are still open for the following:
Registration – 
Rally Shirt Sales- 
Name Tags/Schedules – 
Coffee & Refreshments – 
Food –
Door Prizes & Vendors –
Awards (Distance, Age, etc.) –  
See the Rally Chair of Co-Chair to volunteer.

Poker Run – 
Trash/Sanitation – 
Trailer – 
Bike Show – 
Swap Meet – 
Signage - Put Up and Take Down- 

1. If anyone still does not have their picture in the online 
directory, please see Spencer or Rosey.
2. If you would like a RAMS patch (old logo only), decal 
(old and new logos) or need RAMS business cards, please 
get with Spencer.
3. 2015 RAMS rally shirts are available for $3.00 each or 2 
for $5.00. Most sizes are available. See Spencer.
4. Larry Craig has 19 of the 2017 Rally Shirts for sale at 
$10.00 ea.  He also has many red shirts mis-labelled as 
2016’s that are free to a good home.  Please contact him 
for details.

1. Check RAMS website for rally schedules.  
2. The March RAMS Meeting will be March 10, 2018 
There will be designated motorcycle parking so look for it 
when you come in. There will also be an Airhead Bike Show, 
per Hank.  Your host will be Hank Widdop.
3. Spencer announced that the April meeting will be at the 
Doo-Dah Sidecar Rally held at Village Creek State Park 
on April 14 and that the Rally Theme this year is “Things 
cooked on a stick”.  The Dale and Bennett Families will be 
your hosts.  Lunch will, as usual, be furnished but not fancy.
4.If you have an item you would like to see in the next 
meeting agenda, please get it to the Secretary by
Wednesday prior to the meeting and it will be added to the 
next meeting agenda. This is not required for an item to be 
discussed, but it will make sure it gets in the mix. Send the 
information to:  officers@bmwrams.com

1. 2018 RAMS Dues of $25.00 are due and payable.
2. Balance in Bank plus petty cash =$5657.19
3. Petty cash = $ 50.00
4. No Notable expenditures for this month.

mailto:officers%40bmwrams.com?subject=
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Email your articles and submissions to:
newsletter@bmwrams.com

Deadline for submissions to The Shaft is the 25th 
of each month with publication shortly thereafter!

Webmaster: 
webmaster@bmwrams.com

Door Prize / Vendors

The Shaft Editor: 
Verla Price

newsletter@bmwrams.com

RAMS Officers:
President: 

Larry Craig
Vice –Pres: 

Birenderjit (Bir) Singh Madan
Secretary- Treasurer: 

Spencer Bennett
officers@bmwrams.com

2018 RAMS Rally Chair
Steve Clark 

Rally Co-Chair
Paul Whitworth

Interesting Facts

BMW Riders Association
(Chartered Club #1)

www.bmridersclub.com/bmwra.htm

BMW Motorcycle Owners of 
America (Chartered Club #43)

http://www.bmwmoa.org

1.  In 1937, BMW built a motorcycle with a supercharged engine. Designed to 
be exceptionally aerodynamic, the motorcycle reached speeds up to 173.7 miles 
per hour. BMW’s motorcycle division, known as BMW Motorrad continues to 
make top-of-the-line bikes. In fact, the company set new records for sales in 
2016.
https://plus.google.com/109715442043892752582/posts/VpfHVmbjDzM

2.  Front tires dispense water at 3 times the rate of rear tires.

3.  The very first Harley-Davidson used a tomato can for a carburetor.

4.  It is estimated that one in five bikes that are not garaged are stolen.

5.  Technically, up to 8 motorcycles can fit in the same parking space occupied by one car.

6.  You can load 3 dual sports in a 4 x 9 UHaul utility trailer!  Just ask Jeff Reasons 
or Everrett Blanchard!

mailto:newsletter%40bmwrams.com?subject=
mailto:webmaster%40bmwrams.com?subject=
mailto:newsletter%40bmwrams.com?subject=
mailto:officers%40bmwrams.com?subject=
http://www.bmridersclub.com/bmwra.htm
http://www.bmwmoa.org
https://plus.google.com/109715442043892752582/posts/VpfHVmbjDzM

